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Educational attainment

� The educational attainment of 25- to 29-year-olds
increased between 1971 and 1998. The percentage
with a high school diploma or equivalency cer-
tificate rose from 78 to 88 percent; the percentage
of high school completers with some college rose
from 44 to 66 percent; and the percentage of high
school completers with a bachelor’s degree or
higher rose from 22 to 31 percent.

� The educational attainment of blacks ages 25–29
increased across all education levels between 1971
and 1998. During this period, the rates of high
school completion became more similar for blacks
and whites.  In 1971, blacks ages 25–29 completed
high school at a rate that was 72 percent of the
rate of whites, while in 1998 the high school
completion rate for blacks was 94 percent of the
rate of whites. In contrast, the gaps in attainment
between white and black high school completers

with some college remained about the same, and
the gap for those with a bachelor’s degree or
higher widened.

� The educational attainment of Hispanics ages 25–
29 increased across all levels between 1971 and
1998.  However, despite these increases, the gaps
in attainment between Hispanics and whites re-
mained similar at every attainment level during
this period.

� In 1971, females ages 25–29 had lower rates of
attainment at every education level than their
male peers.  However, between 1971 and 1998,
the educational attainment of females increased
at a faster rate than that of males, and by 1998,
the attainment rate of females surpassed that
of their male peers.
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Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who completed high school and percentage of high school
completers with some college or a bachelor’s degree or higher, by race–ethnicity: March 1971–98
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Percentage of 25- to 29-year-olds who completed high school and percentage of high school
completers with some college or a bachelor’s degree or higher, by race–ethnicity: March 1971–98
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